
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2005 GOVERNOR’S TECHNOLOGY AWARDS 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

 
The Honorable Eugene J. Huang, Secretary of Technology, will present the Sixth 
Annual Governor’s Technology Awards at the Commonwealth of Virginia Information 
Technology Symposium (COVITS) 2005.  The Awards program honors outstanding 
achievements and recognizes successful technology and economic development 
initiatives in the public and private sectors throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.   
 
 
CONTEXT 
Virginia Governor Mark R. Warner has challenged all entities in the state—government, 
education, and business—to think beyond the traditional borders of the state and the 
nation, and embrace the new digital world.  Governor Warner has laid out his vision for 
technology in the state, to make Virginia a leader in the digital global economy, to 
ensure all regions of the state benefit from the prosperity of the new economy, and to 
provide excellent services to citizens and businesses through exemplary management 
of the Commonwealth’s information technology resources.  Thus, it is important to 
recognize technology initiatives and economic development efforts that support the 
Governor’s vision and serve as models for innovation and growth. 
 
As the Governor of Virginia’s signature annual government/technology conference, 
COVITS is dedicated to ensuring that the application of technology continues to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of governmental services and institutions.  In this light, 
COVITS 2005 is pleased to announce that this year’s conference theme is: “The 
Promise of Digital Government.”  The Commonwealth of Virginia recognizes that 
technology will continue to play a leading role in making governments more responsive, 
citizens and societies safer, education more pervasive and improved healthcare more 
accessible.  What challenges remain for governments?  How can governments 
incorporate successful private sector technology applications to improve services?  
What direction are government agencies taking?  The COVITS 2005 program will 
examine these issues and many more.  
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AWARDS 
To recognize outstanding initiatives and achievements, the 2005 Governor’s 
Technology Awards program includes five awards categories: 
 

1. The Innovation in Technology Award recognizes a Virginia public, higher 
education or private sector organization that best demonstrates the creation of a 
new innovative technology, or a significant improvement to an existing 
technology, or its application, through research and development efforts, that has 
the potential to greatly alter how business is done in a particular government, 
education or industry sector.    

 
2. The Public/Private Partnership Award recognizes the public/private 

partnership that best demonstrates a mutually beneficial relationship in which 
cost effective, innovative technology solutions leverage industry investment and 
result in integrated technology solutions that enhance service delivery to the 
citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia.       

 
3. The One Virginia Award recognizes an organization or program that has 

reached out to traditionally technologically underserved regions of the 
Commonwealth by expanding access to technology resources, creating jobs in 
Virginia beyond their home region. 

 
4. The e-Government Award recognizes a public sector organization that makes 

broad and innovative use of technology to deliver services to its constituents. 
 
5. The Entrepreneur Award recognizes a business that best exemplifies the 

Virginia entrepreneurial spirit through use of technology to grow into new 
markets, to markedly increase jobs inside the Commonwealth of Virginia, and/or 
participate in local or regional business associations or activities (e.g., Chambers 
of Commerce or Regional Technology Councils). 

 
APPLYING FOR A GOVERNOR’S TECHNOLOGY AWARD 
The criteria for each of the five (5) categories of Governor’s Technology Awards follow.  
Organizations are invited to nominate multiple initiatives, but must limit nominations to 
one category per initiative.  For example, a nomination for Innovation in Technology 
Award cannot also be applied for in the Public/Private Partnership Award category.  
 
Agencies and divisions of the Technology Secretariat are not eligible to apply for the 
2005 Governor’s Technology Awards. 
 
Nominations will be evaluated by an independent panel of judges representing public, 
education and private sectors selected by the Secretary of Technology from 
recommendations by the Council on Technology Services.   
 
 



CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 
 
Innovation in Technology Award 

1. Technological merit.  

2. Supplying a solution for an outstanding need or problem that currently does not 
exist. 

3. Products should be unique, innovative, and cost-effective.  

4. Value to society and the marketplace, and the success in attaining business 
goals and objectives.   

 

Public/Private Partnership Award 
 

1. Creative or innovative approach or concept. 
 
2. Enhanced service delivery to public customers and significant improvements to 

products. 
 
3. Return on investment (cost savings, cost avoidance, etc.). 

 
One Virginia Award 
 

1. Outreach to underserved areas in Virginia through job creation. 

2. Increased access to technology and related skills among underserved 
populations. 

 
e-Government Award 
 

1. Enhances the manner in which the organization provides services to its 
customers. 

 
2. Provides a broad array of electronic services across multiple units and programs.  
 
3. Includes service or information sharing among different levels or units of 

government. 
 
4. Improves the overall efficiency of the organization’s operations and/or results in 

cost savings.  
 
Entrepreneur Award 
 

1. Provides innovative products or services. 

2. Three-year growth in number of employees. 

3. Three-year increase in sales and/or unit volume. 

4. Community service and impact on local economy. 
 

Equal weight will be given to each criterion.  Please be sure to address each 
criterion in the nomination and cite how each is measured or benchmarked.   
 
 



FORMAT 
In addition to the specific requirements for the appropriate Governor’s Technology 
Awards category, each submission must include a letter or e-mail message of 
transmittal, an Executive Summary, and a description of the initiative. Nominations must 
be kept to five (5) pages or fewer, including supplementary materials, not including the 
Executive Summary.   
 
Transmittal 
Please include the following information in your transmittal letter or e-mail message: 

• Organization 
• Contact Person(s) and Title(s) 
• E-Mail Address 
• Mailing Address 
• Telephone and Fax Numbers 
• Awards Category (only one category per initiative) 

 
Executive Summary 
Please provide an Executive Summary of your initiative that is suitable for posting to the 
COVITS web site (limit: 400 words).   
 
Initiative Description 
Please describe your initiative on a high level, including the aspects that make it 
innovative and the business need(s) or problem(s) it was designed to address.  Include 
goals, objectives, and the metrics used to measure success. 
 
DEADLINE AND SUBMISSION 
All nominations must be received by August 15, 2005.  Submissions must be sent 
electronically, in .doc or .pdf format, to VITACOMMS@vita.virginia.gov.  Send large 
electronic files via CD-Rom to: 

Governor’s Technology Awards 
c/o VITA Communications 
110 South Seventh Street  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 

Materials will not be returned unless requested in writing at time of submission by the 
nominee.  Please do not send hard copies of materials. 
 
AWARDS PRESENTATION 
Winners will be announced during the 2005 Governor’s Technology Awards Program, 
which will take place as part of COVITS 2005 on the evening of Monday, September 18, 
at The Omni Hotel, Richmond, Virginia.   
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
For information on COVITS 2005, including the conference program, registration 
information, and accommodations, visit http://www.covits.org.  For questions on the 
awards program, e-mail VITACOMMS@vita.virginia.gov. Media inquiries only, contact 
Judy Napier, Assistant Secretary of Technology, at (804) 786-9579 or 
judy.napier@governor.virginia.gov. 


